


In the early 1930s, Green County and New Glarus citizens were considering cemeteries as an easy source of
something not usually associated with graveyards - flowers. The August 6, 1930, New Glarus newspaper
included the article “Several Minor Thefts Reported,” starting off with the rebuke “One of the pettiest kinds of
all kinds of thefts is that of stealing from the cemeteries - literally stealing from the dead.” The article went on
to describe how “One day last week while several local women were on the reformed cemetery they noticed a
strange woman, dressed in a yellow dress and black hat and wandering around with newspapers on her arm.
When they later returned to that part of the cemetery they found that a large number of large and beautiful
plants had been dug up by the roots and taken them away, evidently wrapped in the newspapers. It was later
discovered that a woman answering to that description was seen boarding a north bound bus. She was seen
to be carrying flowers, but of course, nothing was thought of that at the time. Only a superficial count, showed
nearly twenty holes on different graves, where a plant had been rapidly dug and taken away.” The article
concluded with “Anyone who stoops to any act as low as such a one surely ought to be caught and brought
before the eyes of the public.”
           
The flower problem struck again in Green County on December 16, 1931, when the New Glarus Post told the
community “Directors of the Greenwood cemetery association, Brodhead, are offering a reward of $25 for the
arrest and conviction of anyone stealing vases, flowers, etc., from the grounds of the association property.”
The article went on to crack down on anyone low enough to stoop to stealing flowers from cemeteries, saying
“Nothing is more debase that [than] a thief who steals flowers and vases from graves…” 
           
Apparently, the thievery did not stop at flowers, as the May 27, 1931, Post mentioned a Madison police
crackdown on “students’ pranks” following the theft of “several monuments from a cemetery.” The police
campaign led to the arrest of UW student Rudolph Regez, from Monroe, Green County. Regez was arrested
for “taking a goat from Columbus Park and leaving it an [on] a sorority lawn.” 
           
On September 27, 1933, the New Glarus Post printed a Halloween-style story about a scare Madison
residents received at a local cemetery. The “Badger Briefs” section of the newspaper had a notice that
started off ominously with “Wrapped in a bedsheet, an aged woman presented a ghostly spectacle as she
wandered through Holy Cross cemetery early Friday morning.” Apparently, the incident had a happy ending,
as the out-of-town woman was able to find the relatives she was visiting. The community was seemingly
frightened because, “The woman was wearing a dress over a bathrobe, and the sheet covered her from head
to foot.” 
           
The New Glarus Post indicates that the residents of New Glarus have always truly honored its cemeteries
and memorials.

    Did you know that historic issues of the New Glarus Post have been digitized and are now available      
    online?
    Digitized papers are available through the Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers, and can be accessed through  
    the New Glarus Public Library's website.  For more information, or to get a library card, contact the library at         
    608-527-2003 or staff@ngpl.org. 

    (Years 1912-1933 are currently available online.)

Cemeteries in New Glarus
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Class of 1963

The NGHS Class of 1963 recently gathered to celebrate their 60th class reunion.  As part of the celebration,
former class member Roger Knight put together a PowerPoint slideshow filled with photos and reminiscences.  
Roger kindly shared this slideshow with the New Glarus Public Library to add to their local history materials.  If
you would like to view the slideshow, please stop by the library or contact Erica@ngpl.org.

Cleaning Headstones

Do not use metal tools.  Use only plastic or wooden
scrapers and soft-bristled brushes. Be gentle.
Use only mild cleansers.  D/2 Biological Solution is
always a safe bet.  You can also try a mixture of 1
part ammonia to 4 parts water.  Do not use bleach
or other household cleansers that can damage
porous stone.
Make sure you bring plenty of water and rinse,
rinse, rinse!

Recently there’s been some talk around town
regarding cemetery maintenance.  For anyone who
may be planning to clean headstones, please keep the
following things in mind:

Before & After
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Ancestry Corner
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This young man is Werner Kubli (1875-1961).  The photo was taken
around the year 1900, while Werner was serving in the Swiss infantry
(8th battallion).  Werner married Anna Maria Rhyner (1881-1969) in

1904, and they immigrated to New Glarus shortly after their marriage.

Werner and Anna Maria were the parents of Marie Kubly Wahl, Emma
Kubly Truttmann, Rose Anna Kubly Mickey, Jacob Kubly, Clara Earlene

“Kay” Kubly, & Samuel Werner Kubly
(Photo shared on Ancestry.com)


